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Long ago in a galaxy far, far away…  
February 2013, White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (OSTP) mandate: 
a) U.S. federal agencies with annual research & 
development expenditures over $100 million  
b) must submit plans to increase public access to 
funded scientific research results, including 
scholarly publications and digital data 
c) within 6 months. 
Holdren, John. Office of Science and Technology Policy (U.S.)  “Memorandum for the Heads of 
Executive Departments and Agencies” (February 22, 2013), URL: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/ostp_public_access_memo_2013.pdf 
But even earlier…in another universe…  
The U.S. National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) had a similar mandate. 
In 2003, required sharing research data 
In 2008, implemented policy for public 
access to peer-reviewed journal 
articles (mandated by Congress in 
2008, then permanently in 2009) 
…so really, OSTP was catching up… 
To-may-to, to-mah-to?   
Public Access   ≠   Open Access* 
PA: use should be in accordance with 
the doctrine of Fair Use (copyright).   
An OA item may be copyright but has a 
license (such as a Creative Commons 
license, ex. CCBY) that is usually more 
generous than Fair Use. 
*NIH definitions at https://publicaccess.nih.gov/faq.htm#758  
As of July 2016* 
16 U.S. agencies had their Public Access plans posted: 
 9 currently require data management plans; 
 7 are phasing this in. 
    14 require public access to new publications; 







Official site for updates: 
https://www.cendi.gov/projects/Public_Access_Plans_US_Fed_Agencies.html 
 Public Access Plans of U.S. Federal Agencies 
The NASA plan link is really: 
http://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/206985_2015_nasa_plan-for-web.pdf 
(not even rocket scientists are perfect) 
 
 Award Dates Covered Under Public Access Policies 
for Publication and for Data Management Plans  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CENDI, what’s that?  CENDI was formed by the Commerce, Energy, NASA, Defense 
Information Managers Group in 1985; it now includes information managers from a 
dozen government agencies. 
PubMed Central (PMC) 
For NIH, a copy of the peer-reviewed 
journal manuscript file (or final published 
article, if submitted by the journal), must 
be placed in the PMC repository.   
 
Simply publishing in an OA journal does 
not meet NIH’s legal mandate. 
 
Details:  https://publicaccess.nih.gov/ 
Public access is used: 
 “The significant usage of PMC underscores the value of 
public access to the peer- reviewed scientific literature. On a 
typical weekday, more than 1 million unduplicated users 
retrieve over 1.65 million articles. The number of articles 
retrieved has doubled in the past three years, from 17 
million retrievals per month in 2009 to 35 million in 2012. “ 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/NIH-Public-Access-Plan.pdf, p.4 (emphasis mine) 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
By July 2016, according to OSTP, agency-
designated repositories held over 4 million journal 
articles freely accessible to the public…   
By the way, guess which other 
agency chose the PMC platform?? 
 
Yup, you guessed it. 
 (rocket scientists, you know) 
and several other agencies.  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ (rocket fuel) 
You can even see when the 
embargoed articles will be accessible 
 
NSF-PAR (Public Access Repository) 
Search to find the 
 peer-reviewed final manuscript of the journal 
article (or juried conference paper);  
 and/or published version of record.   
A copy must be filed in NSF’s designated archive 
even if the journal version is OA.  
 
A “dark archive” is maintained on the platform in case 




Besides the gov’t, publisher, and 
institutional sites, there are 
third-party linkages 
  




Clearinghouse for Open Research of the U.S. 
(organized by publishers, both commercial and non-
commercial; is in beta mode)  
 
   
“…leverages widely used technology to facilitate a 
simple compliance process, optimized search and 





Shared Access Research Ecosystem 
 (a partnership of the Association of Research Libraries and the 
Center for Open Science; is in beta mode) 
 
“SHARE is creating a free, open dataset of 
research (meta)data.” 
You can find and connect to research 
“events” with SHARE: 
 
Data Sharing-                        
Moving parts: 
 Data Management Plans  
 Metadata Standards  
 Search & Citation Conventions 
 Repositories; Implementation 
 More Standards  
 Evolution of All Moving Parts 
 
 













Table of NIH Data-Sharing Repositories: 
 
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/NIHbmic/nih_data_sharing_repositories.html 
That’s just US; there’s much 
more!  http://roarmap.eprints.org/ 
 
For the Future? There’s plenty to do 
 
 Effective search & interoperability 
 Improve embargo-release compliance 
 Accessibility for all members of the public  
 (508 compliance, Rehabilitation Act of 1973) 
 Expand searching by funder and grant/contract 
numbers 
 Broaden public access to more federally-
funded work (humanities, anyone?)   
 Thank you!   
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